“I'm interested in the com- |
munity and [ want to know
how I can help.”

Corrent pesition:
Owner, EXHIB-TI Tradeshow Marketing
Experts
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Many ol us have hectic
schedules. bot D] Heckes™ “to
do” list will make you wonder when
she has time to sleep.

Born and ralsed In North Carolina.
Heckes Is the owner of a multi-mil-
lion dollar trade-show marketing com-
pany. EXHIB-IT! Tradeshow Marketing
Experts, which Is among the twp 50
largest women-owned businesses in
New Mexico. Heckes also won the Maxie
Anderson Award for Entrepreneur of
the Year In 2005 and her company 18
onc of the fastest growing businesses
in Albuguerque based on revenue and
employee growth, according to the New
Mexico Business Weekly's 2006 Fast
Trackers list. The company has grown
maore than 100 percent In the lust two
years, Last yoar lts growth was at 19.6
percent and she expects about 70 per-
cent growth for this year.

“You think we were on Fost Trackers
last year?” she says. “We're going to be
up high this year.”

Hickes says to achieve sucoes she has
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and she even started a think tank group
through the National Association of
Women Business Owners (NAWBO) for
New Mexico's highest grossing women
business owners. She Is a past president
of NAWBO's New Mexico chapter und
was president of the New Mexico chapter
of the American Marketing Association
(AMA] In 2005,

During her tenure, AMA New Mexico
recefved numerous awards, Including
averall excellence In leadership and rec-
ognition for Heckes' management, mem-
ber retention and recrultment. In fact.
no chapter has ever won more Chapter
Excellence Awards in a single competition
than AMA New Mexico's 2005 tally

Stephanie Flanagan, an employee at
EXHIB-IT!. says working for such an
active and Involved boss s challeng-
(ng. Flanagan, who describes hersell as
Heckss' “right hand,” says she has been
involved In some way with every one of
Heckes' projects,

“She expects o lot, but she gives a lot in
return,” says Flanagan. ~1've never had a
boss whao cared so much about her stafl
and tries to develop them professionally
and personally.”

One of Flanagan’s jobs is to go to trade
shows to find business leads. Flanagan
says Heckes has her communicate with
possible clients using & model ol four
business personalities: the cagle, the
dove, the peacock and the owl. Heckes
took these ldeas from o seminar put on
by Todd Novak of the Novak Group,

“Within probably the first 30 seconds of
speaking to someone, you can determing
how to communicate with them.” says
Flanagan. Knowing how to approach
ench of these personalities |s o big key to

ing to share her business strategies with
others. and has a knack for planning
things out. Furie runs a project called the
Celebration of Excellent Women. While
most people wait until a few days before
the September event, Furie says Heckes
reserved o booth and signed up 1o be a
sponsor about a month ago.

“She is a good [rend. and not just
when she needs something,” says Furie,
who recently came back [rom a stay al
the hospital. She says that Heckes regu-
lurly checked in on her. “That’s the true
test of a friend. | think.”

Filna Lopez. owner of Compa Industries
Inc.. says she appreciates that Heckes'
Web site lists Information on events [or
the small business community, Including
events geared 1o Hispanic- and women-
owned businesses,

“She's just very dillgent and works
with the community.” Lopes savs.

Lopezr does government contracting
and needs people with security clear
anoe

“Every time they huve the job [uir at
Kirtland, becouse she knows | always
look for clenred people, she makes sure
that I'm In there, st the trade falr”

A nattonally certified paralegal, Heckes
had a 1 5-year legal background prioe to
starting EXHIB-IT

I'm (ascinated with supporting the
law.” satys Heckes. “1I'm interested In the
community and | want to know how 1
cun help ... That's why I'm also Interested
in Crime Stoppers.”

She volunteered to help out with the
Crime Stoppers Intecnational confer-
ence, which was held in New Mexico last
layout. helped orgoanize the ence,

helped find ] '



